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DIRECTIONS 
Crossroads Rt. 20 
1701 Park Street 
Palmer, MA  
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Welcome to the Pioneer Valley Juniors Sand Volleyball Invitational at Crossroads.  Courts will be 
available at 8:15am. Captains meeting will be at 8:40am and play will start at 9am sharp. The 
tournament director will be Stefanie Mulry.  Courts are precious and hard to come by, please 
make sure you clean your area of any trash throughout the day and especially before you leave.  
There are trash barrels around the facility.  There is plenty of space in the shade outside of the 
court area to set up your “camp.”   
 
 

PLAY FORMAT 
Play starts at 9am and the warm up for the first match will start around 8:52. There is no cap on 
pool play sets. Pool play will be 2 sets to 21 points starting at 0. The top two teams from each 
pool advance to the Championship Bracket, the 3rd and 4th place teams from each pool will 
advance to the Consolation Bracket.  The 5th place team will be eliminated.  Playoffs will be best 
two of three sets starting at 0; if needed, third set is to 15 points starting at 0, win by 2 in all 
sets.  There is no cap on playoff sets.  The championship in each bracket may be reduced to 1 – 
25 point set if there is a time constraint.  No team will be eliminated on points and all tie-
breaking procedures are described on the tournament format and schedule sheet. 
 
 

WARM-UPS 
Players may warm-up and stretch in the area outside of the court netting, if needed.  All 
matches will have the same warm-up time.  1 minute shared and three minutes court time for 
each team.  The serving team will have the first 3 minutes followed by the receiving team (7 
minutes total).  
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TOURNAMENT RULES 
 A player may touch the ball with any part of the body 

 No open-hand tipping (finger tips) 

 You may not receive serve or any free ball with overhead finger action  

 When digging a hard-driven spike it can be passed with overhead finger action, double-
hit, and/or momentarily lifted. (a free-ball is never considered a hard-driven ball 
regardless of its velocity)  

 For doubles and triples competition: If the ball is intentionally set into the opponent’s 
court, the player must contact the ball with two hands above her shoulders and set it 
directly forward or directly backward with relation to her body 

 A legal set directed toward a teammate that crosses the net because of elements or in 
the case of a spectacular play is not a fault, regardless of the player’s body position 

 For Doubles, Triples or Four-Player Competition, players are free to position themselves 
anywhere within their court.  There are no positional faults but players MUST rotate 
service terms 

 For Doubles and Triples Competition, Blocking DOES constitute a team contact and any 
player may make the second contact of the ball after the block 

 Players may not touch the net before, during, or after playing the ball.  Incidental 
contact is ok (same net rules as NCAA and MIAA high school) 

 Side Switches – 21 pt sets, teams switch sides every multiple of 7 points.  15 pt sets, 
teams switch sides every multiple of 5 points 

 

CLOSING 
Food and drinks will be available for purchase throughout the day at the snack bar.  There are 
also rest room facilities on the premises.  We thank you for your participation in our sand 
volleyball event and look forward to having a great tournament! 
 

CONTACT INFO 
George Mulry 
Co-Director 
Pioneer Valley Juniors 
413-250-1196 
george@pvjuniors.com 
http://www.pvjuniors.com 

 
 

mailto:george@pvjuniors.com
http://www.pvjuniors.com/
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8 Team Tournament Format 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Open Sand

Pool - A Pool Seed Pool - B Schedule Work Team

Team 1 1 Team 2 1 vs 4 3

Team 4 2 Team 3 2 vs 3 1

Team 5 3 Team 6 1 vs 3 4

Team 8 4 Team 7 2 vs 4 3

1 vs 2 4

Pool Play 3 vs 4 2

All matches are 2 sets to 21 points (starting at 0). No cap unless announced prior to start of tournament.

Pool A Matches Round Pool B Matches Work Time

Team 1 vs Team 8 1 Team 2 vs Team 7 Team 6 9:00 AM

Team 4 vs Team 5 2 Team 3 vs Team 6 Team 2 9:50 AM

Team 1 vs Team 5 3 Team 2 vs Team 6 Team 7 10:40 AM

Team 4 vs Team 8 4 Team 3 vs Team 7 Team 6 11:30 AM

Team 1 vs Team 4 5 Team 2 vs Team 3 Team 7 12:20 PM

Team 5 vs Team 8 6 Team 6 vs Team 7 Team 3 1:10 PM

Warm ups

7 minutes All Matches:  1 minute shared ball handling on own side, 3 minutes each team (serving team then receiving team)

Advancement to Playoffs

 1st and 2nd from each pool advance to Championship Bracket court 1  

 3rd and 4th from each pool advance to Consolation Bracket court 2.

Tiebreakers 

2 way tie for 1st in pool - a. Head to Head, b. Point Differential between tied teams, c. Pt Diff. in pool, d. coin toss 

2 way tie for 2nd - One 15 point game - first place team works.

3 way tie for 1st in pool - Point differential (overall pool play) for 1st, 2vs3-1W - 15 point game no cap

3 way tie for 2nd in pool - seed by pt diff. (overall pool play), 3 vs 4 (2 works) and then 2 vs winner (loser 3/4 works) 15 pt game no cap

Tie for 3rd in pool - a. Head to Head, b. Point diff. head to head, c. point diff. (overall pool), coin toss

4 way tie for 1st in pool - Point differential (overall pool play) for first place. The two teams with lowest point diff. play one 15 point game.

 The winner shall play a 15 point game against the team with the second highest point differential for second.

Playoffs 

Championship and Consolation Brackets will be match play: best 2 out of  3 ( 2, 21 point games, 3rd game to 15 )

In the case of time constraints due to unforeseen delay in pool play, the Tournament Director may 

shorten playoff matches to a single set to 25 points, reducing finals before semifinals.
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10 Team Tournament Format 
 

 Open Sand

Pool - A Pool Seed Pool - B Schedule Work Team

Team 1 1 Team 2 1 vs 2 3

Team 4 2 Team 3 3 v 4 1

Team 5 3 Team 6 5 v 1 4

Team 8 4 Team 7 2 v 3 5

Team 9 5 Team 10 4 v 5 2

Pool Play 1 v 3 5

All matches are 2 sets to 21 points (starting at 0). No cap unless announced prior to start of tournament. 2 v 4 1

5 v 3 2

4 v 1 3

2 v 5 4

Pool A Matches Round Pool B Matches Work Time

Team 1 vs Team 4 1 Team 2 vs Team 3 Team 6 9:00 AM

Team 5 vs Team 8 2 Team 6 vs Team 7 Team 2 9:40 AM

Team 1 vs Team 9 3 Team 2 vs Team 10 Team 7 10:20 AM

Team 4 vs Team 5 4 Team 3 vs Team 6 Team 10 11:00 AM

Team 8 vs Team 9 5 Team 7 vs Team 10 Team 3 11:40 AM

Team 1 vs Team 5 6 Team 2 vs Team 6 Team 10 12:20 PM

Team 4 vs Team 8 7 Team 3 vs Team 7 Team 2 1:00 PM

Team 5 vs Team 9 8 Team 6 vs Team 10 Team 3 1:40 PM

Team 1 vs Team 8 9 Team 2 vs Team 7 Team 6 2:20 PM

Team 4 vs Team 9 10 Team 3 vs Team 10 Team 7 3:00 PM

Warm ups

7 minutes All Matches:  1 minute shared ball handling on own side, 3 minutes each team (serving team then receiving team)

Advancement to Playoffs

 1st and 2nd from each pool advance to Championship Bracket court 1  

 3rd and 4th from each pool advance to Consolation Bracket court 2.

Tiebreakers 

2 way tie for 1st in pool - a. Head to Head, b. Point Differential between tied teams, c. Pt Diff. in pool, d. coin toss 

2 way tie for 2nd - One 15 point game - first place team works.

3 way tie for 1st in pool - Point differential (overall pool play) for 1st, 2vs3-1W - 15 point game no cap

3 way tie for 2nd in pool - seed by pt diff. (overall pool play), 3 vs 4 (2 works) and then 2 vs winner (loser 3/4 works) 15 pt game no cap

Tie for 3rd in pool - a. Head to Head, b. Point diff. head to head, c. point diff. (overall pool), coin toss

4 way tie for 1st in pool - Point differential (overall pool play) for first place. The two teams with lowest point diff. play one 15 point game.

 The winner shall play a 15 point game against the team with the second highest point differential for second.

Playoffs 

Championship and Consolation Brackets will be match play: best 2 out of  3 ( 2, 21 point games, 3rd game to 15 )

In the case of time constraints due to unforeseen delay in pool play, the Tournament Director may 

shorten playoff matches to a single set to 25 points, reducing finals before semifinals.
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